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OUR VISION 

We envision a better world where all young lives embrace a lifelong 
journey towards self-expression and humanity.

OUR MISSION

Our mission is to deliver profound life experiences through arts 
education that inspire young people to live creative, authentic, and 
courageous lives.

Arts Umbrella acknowledges that its work takes place on the 
unceded, traditional, and ancestral territories of the Semiahmoo, 
Katzie, and Kwantlen peoples at its Surrey locations and in 
Vancouver on the unceded, traditional, and ancestral territories 
of the xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam), Sḵwx̱wú7mesh Úxwumixw 
(Squamish), and səl̓ilw̓ətaʔɬ (Tsleil-Waututh) peoples.
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W E L C O M E  T O  A R T S  U M B R E L L A

Welcome to  
Arts Umbrella!
At Arts Umbrella, we believe that an arts education makes a 
difference in the lives of young people, providing them with the 
building blocks for life: self-confidence, self-discipline, and creative 
expression. Whether a young person joins us for a first adventure 
in the arts or to intensify professional training in their art practice, 
they will find a community bustling with energy and purpose. 

Our programs span many artistic disciplines, welcoming young 
artists of all levels and ages, from 2 to 22. Students in our Early 
Learning programs embark on their first adventures in the arts 
while our pre-professional programs attract students from across 
Canada and around the world. Arts Umbrella graduates go on to 
become creative and compassionate citizens, leading the way in 
their industries whether they pursue a professional path in the 
arts or otherwise.

The past two years have reminded us of the unquantifiable 
value of an arts education in a young person’s life. In a time of 
continuing unknowns, students have been able to count on Arts 
Umbrella and we are proud of our ability to safely return to our 
studios at Granville Island, Surrey Centre, South Surrey, and our 
many partner locations.

Providing access to the arts is the cornerstone of everything we 
do at Arts Umbrella. As a non-profit charitable organization, we 
are grateful to the numerous corporate sponsors, individuals, 
governments, foundations, families, and volunteers that allow us 
to share our passion for the arts with young people.

We look forward to welcoming you this year for an adventure  
in the arts.

With gratitude,

 

Paul Larocque
President & CEO
Arts Umbrella
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OUR PHILOSOPHY
Whole-self learning is at the forefront of our curriculum and 
the philosophy that guides every program at Arts Umbrella. 
From toddlers arriving for their first visual arts, dance, or 
drama class to teens training in our intensive programs 
before heading out into the professional world, we believe that 
arts education goes past training artists who are proficient at 
their craft; we are nurturing whole people who will use their 
arts education as a foundation for life, no matter where their 
professional path takes them.

RIGOUR & OPPORTUNITY
All programs at Arts Umbrella are led by an inspiring faculty 
of more than 200 educators and practicing artists that bring a 
wealth of educational and professional experience to our studios.

Programs are structured to provide multiple entry points, 
pathways, and opportunities for students as they develop. 
Fundamentals of technique are established for every 
discipline. At all levels, students are encouraged to engage 
with the challenges set before them as opportunities, knowing 
the rewards of accomplishment that spring from hard work, 
self-discipline, and dedication.

A CARING COMMUNITY
At Arts Umbrella, students and their families find a 
community of peers who are engaged and similarly 
passionate. Though art can be an inherently individual 
pursuit, training is elevated by working collaboratively. 
Students discover self through relationship with others and 
responsibility to the ensemble; that which an individual brings 
to their craft strengthens and elevates the group as a whole.

A MUTLI-DISCIPLINARY HUB
The opportunities provided to our students are limitless. 
Studios specific to each discipline allow instructors to teach 
and students to train to their fullest potential.

Unique to Arts Umbrella is the offering of so many artistic 
disciplines in the same space. From clay sculpture and 
sketching techniques to musical theatre and filmmaking to 
ballet and choreographic workshops, Arts Umbrella students 
arrive to learn and leave inspired, surrounded by other young 
people’s imagined creations taking form.

ACCESSIBLE ARTS EDUCATION
At Arts Umbrella, we strive to ensure that all young people, 
regardless of economic or social circumstance, are provided 
with the opportunity to access a high-quality arts education. 
We reach more than 24,000 young people across Metro 
Vancouver annually, with 80% served through bursaries, 
scholarships, and donor-funded community programs.

In 1979, Arts Umbrella opened 
its doors to 45 children, an 
endeavour buoyed by the 
dream of five passionate artists 
concerned about the lack of 
arts education available to 
young people in the community. 
Their dream was to instill in 
all children a love of the arts 
and to inspire young people to 
become confident, creative, and 
compassionate citizens.

Over the more than four decades 
since then, we have continued to 
build on the vision established 
by Arts Umbrella’s founders, 
striving to provide a place where 
young people ages 2-22 can 
flourish, developing strength 
and confidence and finding the 
freedom that comes with  
self-expression. 

Why Arts Umbrella
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W E L C O M E  T O  A R T S  U M B R E L L A

Bursaries & 
Scholarships

APPLY FOR A BURSARY
Download a Bursary Application Package 
online at artsumbrella.com/bursary. 
For more information or support, contact 
our Vancouver or Surrey offices:

Vancouver
bursaries@artsumbrella.com
604-681-5268 x222

Surrey
surreybursaries@artsumbrella.com
604-535-1127

Creativity is limitless. But for many families, finances can limit access to high-quality arts 
programming. As a non-profit organization, Arts Umbrella is committed to making our programs 
accessible to as many children and youth in our communities as possible.

Distributed based on financial need, the Arts Umbrella Bursary Fund allows hundreds of young artists to 
experience the freedom of creativity by providing financial support for our tuition-based programming.

A complete list of our Bursary Fund Supporters can be found on Page 44.

Contemporary Art Practices
Program Partner:

Full scholarship provided by:
Tom Ferries and Lisa Pankratz

The Stratford Prize
Full scholarship provided by: 
Robert Lemon, in memory of  
Robert M. Ledingham

Dancers of Today
Full scholarship provided by: 

Post-Secondary Scholarships

Creative Launchpad 
Creative Launchpad is a financial award 
made available to those students who are 
interested in pursuing an undergraduate 
degree, diploma or certificate in post-
secondary studies across the spectrum of 
creative fields.

Generously funded by:
Jeff Mooney and Suzanne Bolton

McCall MacBain Cultural 
Leadership Award
The McCall MacBain Cultural Leadership 
Award Program enables exceptional 
students to broaden their horizons and 
gain meaningful experiences beyond 
their core training in dance. The program 
is open to dancers between the ages of 
18-22 who have been accepted as full-
time students in Arts Umbrella’s Post-
Secondary Dance Program.

Generously funded by:

Architecture Summer Intensive
Program Partner:
Urbanarium

Full scholarship provided by:

Art Exchange
Program Partner:

Full scholarship provided by:
Elmar and Christine Klukas
Terrence and Lisa Turner

EA Teen Animation 
Full scholarship provided by:

SCHOLARSHIPS AT ARTS UMBRELLA
For students keen to stretch their artistic boundaries in a mentor-based learning 
environment, Arts Umbrella provides a number scholarship programs and 
initiatives. These application-based scholarships are awarded to young people that 
display passion and commitment to their program.

Youth and Teen Scholarships
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E A R L Y  L E A R N I N G

Our programs are designed to facilitate 
discovery in a fun, supportive, and inspiring 
environment. The Early Learning curriculum 
at Arts Umbrella has been developed by 
early childhood education experts and 
consultants and is grounded in principles of 
arts education.

The development of the whole child is at the 
forefront of every classroom experience and 
we recognize that every student develops 
at their own pace. Instructors are trained 
to recognize developmental milestones 
and ensure that learning goals are aligned, 
layered, and designed to complement each 
other from one stage to the next.

In all disciplines, children are guided to use 
their imagination, intellect, and emotions for 
creative exploration and expression. Through 
active participation, children acquire and 
experience fundamental techniques and 
concepts, including practical knowledge, arts 
language elements, and social and emotional 
learning—fundamental skills that will help 
them as they grow in the world.

IN THIS SECTION
• Parent & Me
• Dance
• Theatre & Music
• Visual Arts

The early years are a key point in a child’s development: a 
time to investigate problem solving, nurture curiosity, and 
develop self-confidence. This makes a first adventure in the 
arts—whether it’s a Dance, Music, Theatre, or Visual Arts 
class—all the more important.

Early 
LearningA G E S  2 - 6

Photo: Michael Slobodian
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Registration
Registration for 2022/23 Fall, Winter,  
and Spring Programs opens June 4, 2022.

General Program

Location Key

GI   = Granville Island   

SS   = South Surrey

SC   = Surrey Centre    

PARENT & ME PROGRAMS

Clay Sculpture 
Ages 2-3
GI  
Support your budding young sculptor in 
this introduction to clay. Students explore 
the medium and applications such as 
hand-painting, to create their own 3-D art.

Creative Dance
Ages 1-2, 2-3
GI  SS

Share a love of dance with your little one! 
Children learn the elements of dance 
through movement, imagery, songs, and 
props. Meet new parents, make new 
friends, and build a community to help your 
baby bloom!
 

Creative Drama
Ages 2-3
GI  
The world of theatre is revealed to parents 
and children alike in this exciting and 
interactive acting class. Young actors will 
develop imagination, creativity, and self-
confidence through fun theatre exercises 
that explore the relationship between 
the physical body and storytelling as they 
discover ways of relating to one another 
and the world.

Imagination Through Movement
Ages 2-3
GI  
Create memories where you and your 
child learn to express yourselves together 
through improvisation and play in this 
physical theatre class. Class activities may 
include character creation, mime, rhythm 
games, and simple choreography to help 
promote coordination, spatial awareness, 
and self-confidence. 

Making Music
Ages 2-3
GI  
Nurture a love of music, movement, and 
theatre. This interactive class uses song, 
percussion, and musical stories to explore 
artistic expression, and introduces your 
child to melody and rhythm.

Visual Arts
Ages 2-3
GI  SS  SC

This class gives toddlers a foundation 
in visual arts. Children experiment with 
drawing, painting, and sculpture to plant 
the seeds of creativity! 

DANCE PROGRAMS

Boys Only Dance
Ages 5-6
GI

Boys love to dance, but some may be a 
little shy about it. This program is just 
like our gender-mixed Dance classes, 
but provides an environment in which 
some boys may feel more comfortable. 
Structured improvisation and percussion 
games develop focus and encourage kids 
to express themselves through movement.

Creative Dance
Ages 3-4, 4-5, 5-6
GI  SS

Imagination, creativity, and joyful 
expression are nurtured in this class 
with a play-based approach to dance. 
Students will learn to improvise with 
the help of stories, poems, and props, 
while developing dance skills and being 
introduced to basic dance vocabulary. 

Program Dates
Fall Session | 12 Weeks | September 12 – December 11, 2022
Winter Session | 9 Weeks | January 7-March 10, 2023
Spring Session | 11 Weeks | April 3-June 25, 2023

Photo: Albert Law
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E A R L Y  L E A R N I N G

THEATRE & MUSIC PROGRAMS

Creative Drama
Ages 3-4, 4-5, 5-6 
GI  SS

Young actors will develop imagination, 
creativity, and self-confidence through 
fun theatre exercises that explore the 
relationship between the physical body 
and storytelling, as they discover ways of 
relating to one another and the world.

Imagination Through Movement
Ages 3-4, 4-5, 5-6
GI

Children learn to express themselves 
through improvisation and play in this 
physical theatre class. Class activities may 
include character creation, mime, rhythm 
games, and simple choreography to help 
promote coordination, spatial awareness 
and self-confidence.

Making Music
Ages 3-4, 4-5, 4-6 
GI  
This hands-on class is a fun, interactive 
way to introduce kids to music and its 
relationship to the body. Hand-held 
percussion instruments, song, movement, 
and musical stories help children discover 
music fundamentals such as melody, pitch, 
repetition, and rhythm.

VISUAL ARTS PROGRAMS

Art Start
Ages 3-5
GI  SS

Press “go” on your child’s journey with art. 
Young artists engage with shape, colour, 
and pattern while getting to know art 
materials and supplies.

Cartooning
Ages 5-6
SS

From your child’s mind to the page! Little 
ones will learn to draw cartoon characters, 
backgrounds, and more, using a variety of 
materials and supplies.

Clay Sculpture
Ages 3-5, 5-6 
GI

Budding sculptors create 3D art inspired 
by contemporary artists and the world 
around them. Children are invited to 
pinch, roll, build, and explore the many 
ways there are to shape clay. Young artists 
learn to decorate using hand-painting and 
glazing.

Drawing & Painting
Ages 4-6, 5-6 
GI  SS  SC

In this class, young artists will practice 
drawing and painting techniques to grow 
a foundation in the visual arts. They’ll 
discover a wide range of materials such 
as charcoals, oil pastels, temperas, 
chalks, and inks, and be inspired by 
diverse artists and imaginative processes.

Mixed Media
Ages 3-5, 4-6 
GI  SS

Let your child’s imagination grow as they 
discover the combination of 2-D and 3-D 
materials. In this class, young artists will 
incorporate cutting, pasting, gluing, and 
assembling into their artwork to develop 
their fine motor skills and expand their 
creative thinking.
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In Art & Design, we have a combination of multidisciplinary 
studios and specialist spaces that support all areas of 
programming, ranging from animating stop-motion in the Moffat 
Media Arts Hub and wheel-throwing in the Dee Dee MacLachlan 
Studio to developing 35-mm film in the Strat and Gaye Leggat 
Darkroom and performing group critiques in the Cassils | 
Henriquez Exhibition Gallery.

General Program classes are open to artists ages 6-19 and 
classes in our Advanced Program are designed for artists 
10-19 with admission by portfolio application. Created in 
partnership with industry-leading organizations, Art & Design 
Scholarship Programs for artists ages 13-19 vary by length and 
are by portfolio application only. New for this Fall is a yearlong 
multidisciplinary Foundation Program for artists ages 7-12 who 
are ready for the next step of their development, whether it’s in 
Visual or Media Arts.

In the School of Art & Design, every young artist is given the space 
to discover the power of their unique voice and creative expression. 
From the General Program to the Foundation, Advanced, and 
Scholarship Programs, students ages 6-19 are inspired through 
a curriculum of technical, critical, and creative development that 
challenges them to develop original ideas, form creative connections, 
and become innovative problem solvers. 

 Art & 
 Design

IN THIS SECTION
• Artistic Leadership
• General Program
• Foundation Program
• Advanced Programs
• Scholarship Programs

S C H O O L  O F



MEET OUR FACULTY
Mika Abele
Shae Anthony
Brooke Belasic
Suzy Birstein
Monica Blachnio
Jenna Brienza
Christen Burnett
Amelia Butcher
Owen Caddell
Ye Chu
Caelan Clark
Pedro Cruz
Adam Dodd
Kyle Duske
Adam Flewelling
Grace Gihm
Kate Gomberg
Danya Gorodetsky
Martin Guderna
Cara Guri
Holly Handford
Jonathan Harvey
Sarah Hoemberg
Jamie Hume
Lissette Isaak
Riba Kalb

Kaori Kasai
Manjot Kaur
Xanthe Kittson
Angela Lee
Leah LeMoine
Chuting Liu
Kit Liu
Nicholas Loewen
Crista Lof
Jay Lyonns
Luke MacBain
Shaun Mallonga
Mitra Mansour
Anna Marco
Rae Mate
Stephanie Mayson
Bianca Mejia
Emily Nguyen
Keely O’Brien
Julia Proctor
Lisa Reed
Neena Robertson
Niki Sampson
Dee Saunders
Cindy Schreyer
Claudia Segovia

Andre Seow
Golnar Sepahi
Alexis Seto
Anne Sewell
Oksana Slonevskaya
Graham Smith
Yan Song
Netsanet Tsegaye
Denise Urcola
Kristin Voth
Jesse Wardell
Robert Whitelaw

Patrick O’Neill
A U D A I N  A R T I S T I C 
D I R E C T O R ,  A R T  &  D E S I G N 

Patrick O’Neill is a graduate 
from the Royal College of Art in 
London, UK where he received his 
MA in Contemporary Art Practice 
(Critical Practice) with distinction 
for his dissertation.

As an artist, he works across 
performance, video, sound, text, and 
sculpture to explore history, narrative 
and the mind/body relationship 
using strategies of humour, play 
and the absurd. His work has been 
shown internationally in group shows 
including in Vancouver, Amsterdam, 
Cardiff, and London and is held in a 
number of private collections. He is 
a founding member of London-based 
artist collective, Waste Authority.

Prior to being named Audain Artistic 
Director of Art & Design at Arts 
Umbrella in 2021, Patrick had worked 
for nearly ten years as an arts educator 
throughout a number of major arts 
organisations in Vancouver – including 
the Vancouver Art Gallery, Polygon 
Gallery, and Arts Umbrella where 
previously he began his journey as an 
assistant in 2011 before eventually 
becoming an instructor across 
multiple disciplines. He is thrilled to 
lead the School of Art & Design as 
it fosters accessible, inclusive and 
profound learning experiences for 
young artists in diverse communities 
across Greater Vancouver.

Artistic Leadership
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Registration
Registration for 2022/23 Fall, 
Winter, and Spring Programs 
opens June 4, 2022.

Program Dates
Fall Session | 12 Weeks | September 12 – December 11, 2022
Winter Session | 9 Weeks | January 7-March 10, 2023
Spring Session | 11 Weeks | April 3-June 25, 2023

Location Key

GI   = Granville Island   

SS   = South Surrey

SC   = Surrey Centre  

General Program

General Program classes are sessional and range from drawing, painting, and sculpture to architecture, darkroom photography, digital 
animation, and more. Taught by professional artists and educators, Arts Umbrella is dedicated to providing a robust curriculum that focuses 
on technical, creative, and critical development across all ages and classes. We work with high-quality materials in our studios, and encourage 
young people to explore their full artistic potential.

ARCHITECTURE
Students explore the 
architectural design process, 
learning about form, line, 
shape, colour, space, texture, 
balance, and composition in 
2-D and 3-D model making. At 
higher levels, students develop 
digital skills and complete 
projects that bring theory to life.

Architecture: Making & 
Meaning
Ages 6-8 
GI  SS  

Architecture: Drawing & Model 
Making
Ages 9-12  
GI  SS  

Architecture: Digital Places & 
Spaces
Ages 9-12, 13-19 
GI

Architecture & Environmental 
Design
Ages 13-19  
GI

MEDIA ARTS & 
ANIMATION
From cartooning and character 
design to stop-motion animation 
and claymation, students 
apply design and visual art 
foundations to projects specific 
to the page and/or screen. At 
higher levels, teens work on 
projects that challenge their 
artistic practices.

Cartooning
Ages 6-8, 9-12  
GI  SS  

Character Design & 
Illustration
Ages 9-12, 13-19  
GI

Classical Animation
Ages 6-8, 9-12, 13-19  
GI   

Claymation
Ages 6-8, 9-12   
GI

Digital Animation
Ages 9-12, 13-19   
GI  SS  

Film & Video Art
Ages 9-12, 13-19   
GI

Graphic Novel & Comic 
Creation
Ages 9-12, 13-19   
GI  SS  

Kid Tech
Ages 6-8    
GI

Media Arts
Ages 9-12     
GI

Stop-Motion Animation
Age 6-8, 9-12     
GI

Animation
Ages 13-19      
GI

PHOTOGRAPHY
Students learn the 
fundamentals of photography, 
including lens selection, 
exposure, depth-of-field, 
composition, and presentation. 
Older studentsfocus on 
shooting, developing, and 
editing photos for portfolios.

Darkroom Photography: 
Fundamentals
Ages 10-12, 13-19 
GI

Photography: Image Making
Ages 13-19  
GI

Darkroom Photography: 
Projects & Portfolio
Ages 13-19 
GI

Digital Photography
Ages 10-12, 13-19   
GI  

SCULPTURE & 
CERAMICS
Students create three-
dimensional works inspired by 
contemporary artists and the 
world around them. As students 
advance, classroom discussion 
and mentorship give them a 
platform from which to explore 
their art-making.

Ceramics 
Ages 9-12, 13-19   
GI

Clay Sculpture
Ages 6-8, 9-12, 13-19  
GI

Mixed Media & Sculpture
Ages 6-8, 9-12   
GI  SS

Wood, Clay, & Papier Maché
Ages 6-8, 9-12  
GI

VISUAL ARTS
Young artists build a foundation 
through play, experimenting with 
styles to develop a foundation in 
art and design. As they progress, 
students hone their visual 
perception to create original 
interpretations using more 
complex materials and methods.

Drawing & Painting
Ages 6-8, 9-12, 13-19   
GI  SS  SC   

Drawing, Painting & Print-
Making
Ages 6-8, 9-12    
GI   

Drawing & Sketching 
Techniques
Ages 9-12     
GI  SS

Mixed Media 
Ages 6-8, 9-12     
GI  
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S C H O O L  O F  A R T  &  D E S I G N

Foundation 
Program 

The Foundation Program combines focused 
skill development with multidisciplinary inquiry 
to lead students through a journey of creative 
growth. This program offers a well-rounded 
diagnostic approach to help students explore 
their different artistic interests and identify 
their creative strengths. Students will build 
self-confidence and develop techniques across 
a variety of Art & Design disciplines including 
drawing, painting, sculpture, ceramics, mixed 
media, animation, and cartooning.

This yearlong, twice per week Program is for 
students ages 7-12 and offers two different 
disciplinary streams – Foundation: Visual 
Arts and the Foundation: Media Arts. Both 
follow a curricular structure that combines a 
core subject area with a rotation of inspiring 
electives, encouraging students to push their 
horizons, dive deep into their focused subject 
area, and experiment with new and exciting 
forms of working. 

Students will participate in workshops led by 
guest artists and receive regular assessment 
from industry leading faculty. They will also 
particpate in a showcase exhibition and 
reception at the Vancouver Playhouse.

Registration
Registration opens June 4, 2022. Please visit  
artsumbrella.com/programs/art/foundation-program 
for more information.

Program Dates
September 2022 – June 2023
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Registration
Admission to Arts Umbrella Advanced 
Art & Design Programs is by application. 
Learn more at artsumbrella.com/
advanced-art-design.

Classes in our Advanced Program 
are designed for students ages 
10-19 who wish to push their 
creative limits. In these sessional 
and yearlong classes, artists 
continue to develop their skills 
in areas including Drawing & 
Painting, Character Design, 
Architecture, Ceramics, and 
more.

All Advanced Classes are 
designed specifically for artists 
that have a demonstrated 
control and understanding of 
the elements and principles of 
art and design. These classes 
offer focused explorations 
of specific disciplines in 
a supportive environment 
that emphasizes ongoing 
mentorship, feedback, and 
critique.

All Advanced classes take place 
at our Granville Island location. 

Advanced Programs

21
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Architecture & Environmental Design
Ages 13-19  

This class explores the relationship between architecture, urban design, 
and the environment, introducing students to energy conservation, water 
management, sustainable landscapes, car-culture critique, and sustainability 
rating systems. Teens complete individual projects while large-scale group 
work brings theories and information to life.

Ceramics
Ages 13-19  

New to the Sculpture & Ceramics program, Advanced Ceramics is for students 
well-versed in ceramic techniques who are looking to hone their skills with 
wheel throwing, slip casting, glazing techniques, hand-building, mold making, 
and extruding. Students will also learn about the many uses and functions of 
ceramics and their historical and contemporary significance.

Character Design & Illustration 
Ages 13-19  

Students will learn to bring characters to life with interesting personalities, 
behaviours, and appearances that tell a story. Formal elements like silhouette, 
shape, colour, and palette will be used to establish a defining look and feel. 
Drawing from observations, references, and imagination, students will generate 
character sheets and iterate on concepts drawn from animations, comics, toys, 
commercials and books. 

Clay Sculpture
Ages 13-19  

Students who have a foundation in ceramic techniques will explore and 
heighten their clay sculpture practice and further develop skills in hand-
building, painting, and glazing, with an added focus on exploring new methods 
to express creativity. Contemporary and traditional techniques will be applied, 
and teens are encouraged to consider the world around them, through group 
discussion and the development of original creations.

Drawing & Painting
Ages 10-12, 13-19  

Students will hone their technical skills and explore new modes of 
representation using traditional and non-traditional methods, materials, and 
applications. They will engage in creative and experimental approaches to 
art making to consider drawing and painting as not just marks and colours 
on paper or canvas, but as tools for thinking critically about larger themes, 
histories, and contemporary concerns. Working from reference, observation, or 
imagination, students will work from concept to final piece to produce a number 
of portfolio-ready works.
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Registration
Admission to Arts Umbrella Advanced Art & Design 
Programs is by application. Learn more at  
artsumbrella.com/programs/art/scholarship-programs

Created in partnership with 
organizations such as the Vancouver 
Art Gallery, Electronic Arts, BTY 
Group & Urbanarium, and the 
Contemporary Art Gallery, our 
application-based Scholarship 
Programs provide teens with an 
opportunity to work alongside 
dedicated peers and passionate 
industry experts. 

These programs provide 
unprecedented access to the 
expertise and experience found 
in such diverse industries as 
architecture, animation, and 
contemporary art. They are offered 
as full scholarships thanks to the 
support of our generous donors and 
partners, and are accessible to all 
aspiring young artists.

We encourage applications from 
youth that identify as members of 
marginalized groups.

All Advanced classes take place at 
our Granville Island location. 

Scholarship 
Programs



Contemporary Art Practices   
Ages 15-19  

Contemporary Art Practices is a three-week visual 
art intensive designed for artists ages 15-19 who are 
interested in advancing their artistic skills and critical 
thinking. The intensive is a stimulating experience 
for young artists committed to experimentation and 
dedicated to pushing the boundaries of their own 
art-making. In a supportive studio environment, 
students will work with professional Vancouver 
artists, curators, and educators to explore a range of 
contemporary art practices.

The program will introduce participants to creative 
new approaches in art-making through a series of 
workshops and self-directed projects at our Arts 
Umbrella studios. Students will engage in critiques 
and discussions about how to develop their ideas and 
work with new materials and methods. The program 
culminates with an exhibition of student work.

Program Dates and Applications
Contemporary Art Practices is a three-week program, 
with a new cohort beginning in August of each year. 

Program Partner:

Full scholarship provided by:
Tom Ferries and Lisa Pankratz

EA Teen Animation  
Ages 15-19  

In this program, students learn the methods, 
techniques, and technologies used in animation and 
have the rare opportunity to learn from experienced 
industry professionals and hear from guest EA 
lecturers. These leaders share their knowledge and 
provide project mentorship as well as technique and 
skill development. Participants with a passion for 
animation, a talent for storytelling, and a commitment 
to the program will be able to develop a strong 
portfolio project perfect for post-secondary school 
applications. This full-scholarship program concludes 
with a showcase of student work.

Program Dates and Applications
EA Teen Animation is a 15-week program, with the 
next cohort starting January 2023. 

Full scholarship provided by:

Art Exchange 
Ages 12-15  

This exciting, full-scholarship contemporary arts 
program is a collaboration between the School of 
Art & Design and the Vancouver Art Gallery. At the 
gallery, students will gain behind-the-scenes access, 
workshops, and tours of a number of exhibitions and 
will have the opportunity to speak with and learn from 
exhibiting artists and gallery professionals. They will 
then respond to this experience at our Arts Umbrella 
studios through mentored and self-directed projects 
with the chance to curate, install, and critique their 
work multiple times a year.

Program Dates and Applications
Art Exchange is a 28-week program with the next 
cohort starting in Fall 2022.

Program Partner:

Full scholarship provided by:
Elmar and Christine Klukas
Terrence and Lisa Turner

Architecture Summer Intensive   
Ages 15-19  

This all-day program provides teens with the unique 
opportunity to work with some of Metro Vancouver’s 
leading architects and other industry experts to 
develop their portfolios and applied art practices. 

Participants will learn about creative approaches to 
building public spaces and will discover new ways 
of seeing the built environment. In an immersive 
studio environment, students will engage in research, 
critique, and making. Based on these activities, 
teens will also draw and build models to highlight 
their ideas. The Intensive works collaboratively with 
Urbanarium to give participants an opportunity 
to create new connections, and gain a deeper 
understanding of the discipline.

Program Dates and Applications
The Architecture Summer Intensive is a one-week 
program that runs in August each year. 

Program Partner:
Urbanarium

Full scholarship provided by:
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Dance
S C H O O L  O F

As students advance through our ballet-
based program, the curriculum balances 
physical development with emotional 
and intellectual growth, providing a 
life-changing dance education that 
leaves an impact long after graduation. 
Through discipline and support, we help 
our students develop the tools needed 
for success in and out of the studio, 
advancing every student’s potential.
 
At the leading edge of arts education, the 
Dance Program works with an incredible 
faculty of dance artists—instructors in 
ballet, jazz, and contemporary dance at 
the forefront of their fields.
 
Students in the Intensive and Professional 
Training Programs, placed by audition, 
participate in annual Cecchetti examinations 
from Level 3IP to Intermediate.

Parents can expect to remain in close 
contact with faculty throughout the 
year to assess student development, 
placement, and aspirations. To celebrate 
all of our aspiring young dance artists, 
Arts Umbrella Dance presents an annual 
year-end Recital each June.
 
In our half-day Professional Training 
and Post-Secondary Program level, 
dancers also work with world-class 
choreographers, dance artists, and 
educators. Members of the Arts 
Umbrella Dance Company will also 
have the opportunity to rehearse with 
these renowned local and international 
guest artists, performing at the Sunday 
Performance Series and Season Finale.

IN THIS SECTION
• Artistic Leadership
• Faculty & Guest Artists
• Introduction to Dance Programs
• General Program
• Intensive Programs
• Professional Training Program
• Post-Secondary Programs
• Arts Umbrella Dance Company

Arts Umbrella Dance is a rigorous program designed for 
dancers ages 6-22. From the General Program to our 
Pre-Professional Training and Post-Secondary Programs, 
the excellence and innovation of Arts Umbrella Dance 
permeates everything we do.



Artistic Leadership
Artemis Gordon
A R T I S T I C  D I R E C T O R ,  D A N C E 

An artistic and pedagogical authority in dance, Artemis 
Gordon was named Artistic Director of Arts Umbrella Dance 
in 1992. Since then, she has developed the program’s 
international recognition. Artemis has toured the Arts 
Umbrella Dance Company to Europe, Asia, and the United 
States, and fostered collaborations with companies around 
the world.
 
In 2015, Artemis secured an affiliation with Ballet BC, 
increasing opportunities for emerging artists and amplifying 
the impact of international choreographers in Vancouver. In 
2016, Artemis won the YWCA Women of Distinction award in 
the Arts, Culture, and Design category. She was also awarded 
with the 2017 City of Vancouver Mayor’s Arts Awards in Dance.

MEET OUR FACULTY

Penelope Boyse

Ciara Cassidy

Ackerley Cooper

Katrina Cruickshank

Livona Ellis

Madeleine Gilbert

Brynne Harper

Marinda Heshka

Kiera Hill

Andrea Hodge

Kennedy Kraeling

Mika Manning

Sabra Perry

Ashley Sanderson

Lynn Sheppard

Seira Shimamura

Jacq Smith

A C C O M P A N I S T S

Nicholas Apivor

Matthew Banks
David Ditomaso

Gillian Dolinski

Zabelita Fraser

Jillian Lebeck

Alexandra Levin

Perri Lo

Trevor McLain

Noah Nolan

Victor Noriega

Gregory Schiller

Si Ping Zhouma
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SENIOR FACULTY

Sabra Perry
B A L L E T ,  R E P E T I T E U R

Sabra has performed in works by George Balanchine, Merce Cunningham, Thaddeus 
Davis, Ulysses Dove, William Forsythe, Jodie Gates, Jae Man Joo, and more. She 
was a faculty member at Ballet Academy East in New York, and a returning guest 
teacher at Alabama Dance Theater and the Parksville Ballet School. She has a BA in 
dance from SUNY Empire State College in New York and has been teaching at Arts 
Umbrella since 2012.
 

Lynn Sheppard
C O M P A N Y  R E H E A R S A L  D I R E C T O R ,  S E N I O R  J A Z Z

Lynn trained at the Gladys Forrester School of Dance in Toronto and the Royal 
Winnipeg Ballet School. As a professional, Lynn danced for Les Ballets Jazz de 
Montreal, Hubbard Street Dance Chicago, Judith Marcuse’s Repertory Dance 
Company of Canada, and JOE INK. Lynn has been teaching at Arts Umbrella for more 
than 20 years.

Katrina Cruickshank
B A L L E T ,  R E P E T I T E U R

Katrina Cruickshank has been a dance educator at Arts Umbrella since 2011. She is 
a graduate with honours from the Teacher Training Program at Canada’s National 
Ballet School. Katrina holds her teaching qualifications with the Cecchetti Society of 
Canada, Registered Teacher Status with the Royal Academy of Dance and teaching 
qualification in National Dance. Katrina has extensive knowledge in Ballet, Pointe, 
Repertoire Studies, Injury Prevention, History of Dance, Voice, Character Dance, 
Creative Movement, Modern (Irene Dowd) and Music. She continues to attend 
pedagogy workshops and master classes around the Lower Mainland with world 
renowned dance educators and examiners.

Katrina has held the position of Secretary as a member of the Cecchetti Society of 
Canada, B.C. branch from 2011-2014. She was instrumental in the organization of 
the Cecchetti B.C. workshops and helped with the execution of the National Cecchetti 
Conference hosted by Arts Umbrella in the summer of 2014.

Andrea Hodge 
B A L L E T ,  R E P E T I T E U R

Andrea began her dance training in her hometown of Syracuse, New York. She 
received her professional training with the Joffrey Ballet in NY, the School of the 
Pennsylvania Ballet and the San Francisco Ballet in California. Andrea spent eight 
years dancing in Columbus, Ohio under the direction of John McFall, during which 
time she worked with famed choreographers David Parsons, Lou Conte, Glen Tetley 
and James Kudelka, among others.

In 1994, she joined Ballet BC and was honoured and delighted to be a part of 
numerous creations with John Alleyne including “Sex is my Religion”, “Schubert”, 
“The Faerie Queen” and “Orpheus”. Other highlights of this time were creative 
processes with Mark Godden, Dominique Dumais, Serge Bennathan and Crystal Pite. 
Andrea has also spent time working with Electric Company Theatre, dancing in the 
film version of “The Score” and also behind the scenes in “Studies in Motion, The 
Hauntings of Eadweard Muybridge”.

GUEST FACULTY 
An essential aspect of the Arts Umbrella 
Dance Company is working with a variety 
of international guest instructors and 
choreographers. Dancers acquire a broad 
movement vocabulary and learn how 
to understand and respond to a variety 
of choreographic visions. In addition to 
the immeasurable benefit of increasing 
their exposure and adaptability to the 
contemporary dance environment, these 
connections with the dance community 
create opportunities and open doors for 
our students to begin their careers as 
dance professionals.
 
Past Guests
Gioconda Barbuto, Nederlands Dans  Theater
Aszure Barton, Aszure Barton & Artists
Francesca Caroti, Forsythe Technologies
Yvan Dubreuil, OFF Projects
Sharon Eyal, Sadler’s Wells
Thomas Klein, Compañía Nacional de 
   Danza de España
Donna Krasnow, University of California
James Kudelka, International Choreographer
Doug Letheren, L-E-V
Fernando Hernando Magadan, Nederlands 
   Dans Theater
Francisco Martinez, Juilliard School
Emily Molnar, AD, Nederlands Dans Theater
Crystal Pite, AD, Kidd Pivot
Amy Raymond, Dutch National Ballet
Wen Wei Wang, Wen Wei Dance
Tom Weinberger, Batsheva Danse Ensemble 
Alexandra Wells, Hubbard Street 
   Professional Program
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Designed for maximum flexibility, families are 
able to choose from a selection of one-day-per-
week programs, including ballet, tap, and hip hop.

These programs are offered at our satellite studio 
at Quebec and 7th (Q7). Our studios, conveniently 
located in Mount Pleasant, are easily accessible 
to families from across Metro Vancouver, whether 
you are driving from North Vancouver or taking 
the Skytrain from the Tri-Cities.

Registration
Registration opens June 4, 2022

Program Dates
September 2022 – June 2023

Introduction to 
Dance Programs

Ballet
Ages 6-13 

Ballet classes provide an introduction to the work of ballet 
technique with a focus on alignment, form, and overall body 
strength. Concepts of posture and alignment, basic movement 
fundamentals, and coordination are all practiced in a supportive 
and well-paced environment.

Boys Only  
Ages 6-14 

Designed for any boy who loves to move, this program introduces 
them to the elements of dance in a supportive environment. 
Classes are energetic and athletic, with dancers also learning 
appropriate class conduct based on self-discipline and 
cooperation.

Hip Hop 
Ages 8-15

In Hip Hop, students think on their feet and move their way through 
group dances, percussion games, and choreography. Energizing 
and fast-paced, this class develops rhythm, coordination, focus, 
strength, and agility, without losing the beat of fun.
 

Photo: Michael Slobodian
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Registration
Registration opens June 4, 2022

Program Dates
September 2022 – June 2023

General Program

Intensive Programs

Level 1-7
Ages 6-12  

Students are required to take minimum 
one ballet class per week. Other classes 
such as jazz, character, contemporary, 
conditioning, and Cecchetti Exam 
Preparation are introduced as early as 
Level 2. Younger dancers attend 1-2 
classes per week, gradually increasing 
to 4-6 classes at higher levels. After 
completing Level 5, dancers may continue 
their dance education with the Pre-
Elementary Program or General Program 
Level 6. After Level 7, dancers may 
continue to our teen programming.

Boys Only Level 1-4  
Ages 6-12 

Designed for any boy who loves to 
move, this program introduces them to 
the elements of dance in a supportive 
environment. Classes are energetic and 
athletic, but dancers also learn appropriate 
class conduct based on self-discipline and 
cooperation. Dancers take 1-2 classes per 
week, with conditioning, ballet, and jazz 
introduced as early as Level 2. Boys may 
join the gender-mixed General Program 
levels at any time.

Teen Program  
Ages 13-18 

The Teen Program offers dancers ages 
13-18 with as little as one year of dance 
experience a casual schedule that allows 
time for other activities outside of school 
and dance. We offer options for 1-2 classes 
per week, requiring a commitment of just 
1.5-6 hours.

Intensive Program (IP) Level 3-5
Ages 8-10  

The Intensive Program is designed for 
students who wish to advance their 
technique. All dancers are required to take 
the full program as designed, attending 4-5 
classes per week. IP includes ballet, jazz, 
character, contemporary, conditioning, 
and Cecchetti Exam Preparation. After 
completing Level 5 IP, students may 
audition for Pre-Elementary,  
APT Jr, or continue with General Program 
Level 6.

Admissions are made in consultation with 
Dance faculty.

Afternoon Professional Training (APT)  
Ages 11-18 

This after-school program is designed 
for committed teen dancers. The APT 
student is interested in devoting time to 
the development of their dance education 
and performance opportunities. Discipline, 
focus, and time management are required, 
as students will maintain a full-time 
school schedule while dancing 12-15 hours 
per week, including three classes and a 
weekend rehearsal.

Admissions by audition.
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Registration
Registration opens June 4, 2022

Program Dates
September 2022 – June 2023

Professional 
Training Program

Pre-Elementary Level 6-7
Ages 11-12  

This after-school program introduces 
dancers to the rigour and physical demands 
of professional training, with a primary focus 
on ballet. Students take 12-16 hours of class 
per week, receiving an in-depth education 
with an emphasis on technique, vocabulary, 
and style.

Elementary to Pre-Grad
Ages 13-18  

This advanced half-day program is for high 
school students seriously considering a 
professional dance career. Classes are 
during the day, five mornings or afternoons 
a week, up to 20 hours weekly. To complete 
their high school courses, students must 
either be homeschooled or have their 
high school provide a half-day academic 
program for them. In Vancouver, King 
George Secondary and Magee Secondary 
currently provide a half-day Sports and 
Arts program (SPARTS) that offers dancers 
the opportunity to complete academic 
requirements in preparation for high 
school graduation and post-secondary 
opportunities, while also allowing them to 
maintain a rigorous dance schedule.

The Arts Umbrella Dance 
Professional Training Program 
demands and fosters high 
levels of physical strength, 
technique, and discipline. 
Higher levels are designed for 
advanced dancers seriously 
considering a professional dance 
career. In addition to regular 
classes, advanced students 
work with renowned guest 
artists and perform world-
class choreography through 
participation in Arts Umbrella 
Dance Company. Performances 
are an integral part of the 
program, through which 
students develop a strong sense 
of community and a thorough 
understanding of their craft.

All Professional Training 
Program classes take place at 
our Granville Island location. 
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Auditions
Admission to Arts Umbrella Dance Post-
Secondary Programs is by audition only. 
Auditions for the 2023/24 season take 
place January-April 2023. Learn more at 
artsumbrella.com/dance-auditions.

Program Dates
September 2022 – June 2023

Supported by:

Post-Secondary Scholarships

McCall MacBain Cultural  
Leadership Award

Supported by:

Arts Umbrella Dance Post-Secondary Programs deliver rigorous dance training for 
dedicated students working towards a professional career in dance. For years, our 
program has been developing intelligent and motivated dance students into strong 
and in-demand dance artists. Arts Umbrella graduates have been hired by critically 
lauded Canadian companies and cutting-edge contemporary companies around the 
world. These Arts Umbrella dancers are applauded as valuable company members 
for their maturity and understanding of the tenets of professional dance.
All Post-Secondary Program classes take place at our Granville Island location. 

Post-Secondary Program  

This program provides students with a 
high-level dance education towards a 
professional career in dance. Applicants 
must be at an advanced ballet level with a 
pre-professional background. Daily classes 
include ballet, pointe or men’s work, pas 
de deux, composition, improvisation, 
classical variations, body conditioning, 
health, jazz, and contemporary techniques. 
The program also features residencies 
with renowned guest choreographers as 
well as rehearsals and performances with 
the Arts Umbrella Dance Company. 

Arts Umbrella/Vancouver Community 
College Dance Diploma  

In partnership with Vancouver Community 
College, this two-year Dance Diploma 
Program is designed for dancers seeking 
to develop an advanced level of technical 
and choreographic skill in preparation for 
a career in professional dance. In addition 
to the dance curriculum outlined in the 
Arts Umbrella Post-Secondary Program, 
students take academic classes in arts 
and culture, rhythm training, and career 
development. Students have access to 
VCC-related plans such as health and 
dental coverage and a discounted transit 
pass. Upon completion, students earn a 
post-secondary diploma.

Our Alumni  

For years, Arts Umbrella has been 
developing intelligent and motivated dance 
students into strong and in-demand dance 
artists. Our graduates have been hired by 
critically lauded Canadian companies and 
cutting-edge contemporary companies 
around the world, as far away as the 
Netherlands, Italy, and Israel.

 Arts Umbrella Dance alumni have gone 
on to dance professionally with companies 
across the globe, including:

Ballet BC, Canada

Batsheva Dance Company, Israel

BJM Danse, Canada

Conzert Theater Bern, Switzerland

Dresden Semperoper Ballet, Germany

Gauthier Dance, Germany

The Gothenburg Opera, Sweden

Hessisches Staats Ballett, Germany

Hofesh Shechter Company, UK

Kidd Pivot, Canada

Nederlands Dans Theater, Netherlands

Sidra Bell Dance New York, USA

Staatstheater Nurnberg, Germany

Swedish National Ballet, Sweden

Post-Secondary 
Programs
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Arts Umbrella  
Dance Company

Company members are students of the 
Professional Training Program and Post-
Secondary Dance Programs, selected by 
the Artistic Director.
 
AUDC performs across Metro Vancouver 
throughout the season, culminating 
in Season Finale each May – four 
extraordinary performances at the 
Vancouver Playhouse Theatre.

The company has also toured to 
Montreal, Toronto, New York, Japan and 
Holland and participated in exchanges 
and collaborations with groups such 
as Yokohama Ballet in Japan, Noord 
Nederlandse Dans Studio Group in the 
Netherlands, Joffrey Ballet School in New 
York City, Amsterdam University of the Arts, 
Dutch National Ballet Academy, Codarts, 
and Canada’s National Ballet School.

Sophisticated, dedicated, and 
inspired, Arts Umbrella Dance 
Company is a pre-professional 
repertory company. It includes 
senior and apprentice 
ensembles that train, 
rehearse, and perform new, 
innovative works by leading 
international choreographers. 
AUDC has participated 
in exchanges, tours, and 
collaborations in Europe, 
New York, Montreal, 
and Japan.

Photo: Michael Slobodian
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Theatre, 
Music & 
Film

We offer Sessional Programs for young 
people ages 6-22, as well as Yearlong 
Intensive and Pre-Professional Programs 
which are designed for young people with 
a passion for their craft and are ready for a 
more rigorous schedule and curriculum.
 
Our faculty are renowned industry artists 
with expertise in a wide range of performing 
styles, from on-camera acting to ensemble 
performances. The curriculum—across classes 
as varied as acting for stage and screen, 
writing, singing, musical theatre, and more—is 
focused on process, and provides opportunities 
for collaborative and independent development. 
We also offer training in the technical aspects 
of theatre and film, such as lighting, sound, 
sets, and costumes.
 
Students in our performing arts classes 
will also have the opportunity to showcase 
their work—whether it’s an end-of-session 
classroom performance for family, an online 
viewing, a public performance at the 132-seat 
Jack and Darlene Poole Theatre at our new 
Granville Island location, or a school tour 
across Metro Vancouver.

Be curious, be bold, and be 
yourself—all while growing 
a love of the performing arts 
that will last a lifetime.

Programs at the Robert 
M. Ledingham School of 
Theatre, Music & Film 
nurture young artists’ 
creativity and build skills that 
benefit them in performance 
and in everyday life. We see 
how musical harmonies 
foster teamwork, how 
learning to use your voice 
builds self-confidence, how 
imagination is freed when 
shown a new script, and how 
leadership is shaped in the 
director’s chair.

IN THIS SECTION
• Artistic Leadership
• General Program
• Yearlong Intensives
• Pre-Professional Programs



Artistic Leadership
Andy Toth
A S S O C I AT E  A R T I S T I C  D I R E C T O R ,  T H E AT R E ,  M U S I C 
&  F I L M

A graduate of New York’s prestigious American 
Musical and Dramatic Academy, Andy has been 
directing, coaching, teaching and performing in 
Vancouver for 25 years. Local directing credits 
include The Fantasticks, Assassins, Oliver, West Side 
Story with the Chilliwack Academy of Music, and 
Anne of Green Gables for the Kamloops Symphony 
Orchestra. Andy also had the pleasure of directing 
the late Canadian Icon and CBC radio legend Jurgen 
Gothe in his hilarious wine show Up Your Glass… a 
wine entertainment. As a performer, local audiences 
may remember Andy as Edna in Hairspray at Theatre 
Under the Stars and the Arts Club, as Brian in Avenue 
Q for the Arts Club, and much more. Andy also has a 
thriving voice-over career having voiced hundreds of 
cartoons and commercials over the past 20 years.

Andy is in demand as an adjudicator, workshop leader 
and coach for individuals and groups of professionals 
and community performers alike. He has been a guest 
speaker for auditions, courses and conferences at 
SFU, UBC, and Capilano University and businesses 
like RBC, FirstWest, and others. Andy also served as 
Musical Director for the smash hit production of Spring 
Awakening at Studio 58, and is the former Artistic 
Director of Awkward Stage Productions, a leading youth 
theatre production company.

Paul Moniz de Sá
A R T I S T I C  D I R E C T O R ,  T H E A T R E ,  M U S I C  &  F I L M 

Paul has worked as a professional actor, director, and 
sound designer in theatres across North America 
including Bard on the Beach, Touchstone Theatre, The 
Arts Club, The Vancouver Playhouse, Green Thumb 
Theatre, Manitoba Theatre Centre, and The National 
Arts Centre. Paul received Jessie Richardson awards 
for his work in The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe for 
Pacific Theatre as well as for his work in the original 
production of The Overcoat.

Paul’s film and TV credits include Spielberg’s The 
BFG, Shogun, The Unforgivable, Yellowjackets, Martha’s 
Vineyard Mysteries: Poisoned in Paradise, Arrow, Motive, 
as well as recurring roles on Stargate SG1 and Eureka.

As an educator, Paul has worked with students of all 
ages over the past 20 years in various institutions 
across the Lower Mainland including Douglas 
College. Paul has been the director of the Arts 
Umbrella Senior Theatre Troupe for 20 years and is 
very proud to be a graduate of both the Arts Umbrella 
Theatre Program and Studio 58.
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OUR FACULTY
Erika Babins
Eric Biskupski
Britney Buren
Matt Clarke
Hayden Davies
Emily Dotson
Francis Dowlatabadi
Seamus Fera
Leah Fong
Alexander Forsyth
Ivana Franz
Isabella Halladay
Holly Collis Handford
Jonathan Harvey
Renee Iaci
Laura Jaszcz
Laurin Kaardal
Madelyn Kriese
Lucien Lum
Sydney Marino
Katherine Matlashewski
Laura McLean
Rose McNeil
Jane Milliken
Daryl Nemutlu (Fretz)
Keely O’Brien
Patrick Ray
Laura Reynolds
Emily Robinson
Emma Schellenberg
Terri-Lyn Storey
Corey Schmitt
Jamie Taylor
Cole Tinney
Cydney Uffindel-Phillips
Karen Worrod
Joelle Wyminga
Tomoyo Yamada
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Registration
Registration for 2022/23 Fall, Winter,  
and Spring Programs opens June 4, 2022.

Program Dates
Fall Session | 12 Weeks | September 12 – December 11, 2022
Winter Session | 9 Weeks | January 7-March 10, 2023
Spring Session | 11 Weeks | April 3-June 25, 2023

From script writing, to 
technique, to performance, 
our Sessional Classes give 
young people an opportunity 
to discover the world of 
Theatre, Music & Film. Our 
programs help students 
develop imagination, build self-
confidence, and learn to work as 
a team.

Supportive and knowledgeable 
instructors guide students 
through classes, following 
a unique curriculum that 
focuses on process and 
personal development. Class 
exercises and performances 
can help young artists 
feel more emotionally and 
physically comfortable with 
their artistic passions.

THEATRE PROGRAMS
Students develop imagination and self-
confidence, applying techniques learned 
to solo and group scripts, improvisations, 
and original work. Curriculum focuses 
on process and personal development, 
layering skill sets as students progress.

Acting: Theatre 
Ages 6-8, 9-12, 12-19
GI  SS  

Public Speaking 
Ages 9-12, 12-19 
GI  SS  

Musical Theatre
Ages 6-8, 9-12, 12-19  
GI  SS  

Singing: Group Voice 
Ages 6-8, 9-12  
GI

Sketch Comedy and Improv 
Ages 9-12  
GI  SS  

Stagecraft
Ages 6-8, 9-12,12-19  
GI

FILM PROGRAMS
Young actors will build their self-
confidence, and self-awareness, both 
on- and off-camera through exercises, 
readings, and improvisation.

Acting: Film 
Ages 9-12, 12-19 
GI  SS  

Acting: Stage and Screen 
Ages 6-8, 9-12  
GI  SS  

WRITING PROGRAMS
Discover the world of scriptwriting and 
learn how to create your own work. Special 
attention is placed on how to establish 
premise and how to develop a unique voice 
in all forms.

Writing: Comedy 
Ages 9-12, 12-19  
GI

Writing: Stage and Screen 
Ages 9-12, 12-19   
GI

General 
Program

Photo: Albert Law

Photo: Albert Law
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Registration
Applications for the 2022/2023 season 
are open now! Admission to the Intensive 
Program is by application. Student 
applications are reviewed on a first come 
first serve basis. We recommend applying 
early. Acceptance letters will be sent to 
new students starting June 1, 2022.
For more information, contact theatre@
artsumbrella.com.

Program Dates
September 2022 – June 2023

Be a part of something special. 
Yearlong Intensive students 
share a commitment to the art 
and craft of theatre, film, music, 
and performance—and they take 
the skills they learn with them, 
wherever they go.

Specific skills development 
takes a greater priority in 
our Yearlong Intensives. 
At-home preparation and 
regular attendance is required, 
especially for students 
considering further study in 
Pre-Professional Programs. 
Prospective students must 
have completed at least two 
Sessions of Arts Umbrella 
Theatre training, or equivalent. 
Students are divided into Levels 
appropriate to age and ability.

Theatre Intensive 
Ages 9–16
Levels 1, 2, & 3
GI

Young actors learn how to improve their 
rehearsal and performance skills through 
focused theatre exercises that encourage 
mindfulness and self-awareness. 
Students experiment with emotional and 
physical character portrayals, all while 
collaborating with a class of like-minded 
performers in a supportive environment.
As students progress, they will learn to 
follow their impulses and improve their 
rehearsal and performance skills through 
a variety of theatre exercises, character 
studies, and script work. Students will 
explore a variety of theatrical techniques 
and styles such as Laban, mime, and 
mask, while experimenting with breath 
work to help connect to and access 
different emotions. 

Musical Theatre Intensive 
Ages 9–16
Levels 1, 2, 3 & 4
GI

Students eager to see their skills 
and confidence grow will learn acting 
techniques, dance and choreography, 
singing and musicianship, and more 
with our professional artist/instructors. 
Students will build connection, safety, 
and community, while creating dynamic 
ensemble and solo performances. 
Students perform ensemble numbers 
for our Winter Shorts revue and a fully 
scripted musical for the Expressions 
showcase in June as well as performing a 
solo at our intimate year-end cabaret.

The Musical Theatre Intensives are delivered 
as a package along with Dance classes on 
Saturdays. Students are placed in classes 
based on age and experience.

Film Acting Intensive 
Ages 11–16
Levels 1 & 2
GI

Ages 11-16 
SS  
Discover what it’s like to be on set and 
what it takes to get you there! Students 
collaborate to make an original short film, 
which will be screened at their year-
end performance. The class explores 
techniques on how to be in the moment, 
how to surprise yourself in your work, and 
how to audition for film and television.

Sketch Comedy & Improv Intensive 
Ages 11–16
Levels 1 & 2
GI

Ages 11-16 
SS  
Be bold and take your comedic and improv 
skills to the next level. Through a mixture 
of improvisation and writing, young actors 
will gain creative thinking, team building, 
and communication skills that will benefit 
them on the stage and in everyday life. 
Industry professionals will help you 
develop your technique, discipline and 
artistry. Work with other creative minds to 
explore, devise, and create sketches that 
will be shared with audiences throughout 
the year.

Yearlong Intensive 
Programs
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Photo: Javier R. Sotres
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Audition Dates
June 16, 2022
June 19, 2022
September 11, 2022

Auditions
Admission to Arts Umbrella Theatre, Music & Film Pre-
Professional Programs is by audition. Participants will be 
placed according to age, experience, skill, schedule, and goals.

Program Dates
September 2022 – June 2023
All Pre-Professional Programs take 
place at our Granville Island location.

The Pre-Professional Program is designed for teens who are 
considering theatre and the performing arts as a career path. 
Our rich curriculum and program structure offers aspiring 
actors and directors a space in which to sharpen their skills 
through vocal, movement, and theatre exercises that help 
develop teamwork, cooperation, discipline, technique, creative 
expression, and individual artistry. Many of our students have 
gone on to post-secondary theatre programs and professional 
acting careers across the continent.

The Actor’s Film Troupe  
Ages 13-19

There is so much that goes into creating a great film: from sound, 
lights, and cinematography, to casting, acting, and directing. 
Understanding how all of these art forms work together, each 
adding its own artistic expression to a film, is key to becoming 
a great actor. Expand your awareness of the different aspects 
of movie making, gain tools to help you be in the moment, find 
honesty in your work, and hone your artistry as a film actor. Work 
with other dedicated young actors and industry professionals to 
create short films to be shared with audiences throughout the year.

Musical Theatre Troupe   
Ages 13-19

Young performers train with professional musical theatre artists 
to gain valuable ensemble and solo performance experience. 
Actors can expect to expand their audition repertoire, develop 
their voice, and learn advanced singing, dancing, and acting 
techniques while working on a show from the Musical Theatre 
canon. Musical Theatre Troupe members showcase their work as 
a part of Winter Shorts, and end the year with either a full-length 
or school length Broadway Musical as part of our Expressions 
Festival, and a solo performance as part of our cabaret evenings, 
as well as other performance opportunities throughout the year.

Musical Theatre: Creation    
Ages 12-19

In this unique course, students will use source material like, text, 
music, news or poetry and create music, lyrics, and movement 
to devise their own musical theatre piece. The course ends in 
a demonstration of this experimental, tailor-made piece for 
students, family and friends.

Theatre Troupe   
Junior Troupe, Ages 13-16
Senior Troupe, Ages 15-19

Launch your acting career with professional training in acting, 
voice, and physical theatre technique. The Fall Session is focused 
on the exploration of improvisation, character work, scene study, 
and script work to encourage a sense of ensemble and develop 
strong rehearsal techniques. In the Winter and Spring terms, 
students will continue to hone rehearsal, performance, and 
production skills, including elements such as lighting, sound, 
costume, and set, to produce, as they tour and perform a play for 
other students across Metro Vancouver.

Young Directors Program    
Ages 13-19
Admission by application

Challenge your theatrical creativity and tell your story from 
a new perspective. Students will learn to build collaborative 
partnerships and inspire an artistic team to activate their vision 
on stage, working with a professional director to explore the tools 
and techniques of directing. At the end of the course, students 
may be invited to work with the Troupes to produce our year-end 
performances.

Half-Day Program in Musical Theatre Performance    
Grades 8+

With more options than ever to support online and distributed 
learning, we have developed an audition-based, half-day musical 
theatre program for youth who are serious about studying the 
multidisciplinary craft of musical theatre. Students will have 
intermediate and advanced instruction on acting, singing, and 
dance, and will have the opportunity to perform in one or more 
full-length musicals within the school year.

Stagecraft Production   
Ages 13-19
Admission by application

Work with industry professionals to gain the conceptual and 
technical skills needed to excel in the technical side of theatre 
and film production. Dive into the fundamentals of production, 
including stage management, lighting, sound, costumes, props 
and set building using state of the art equipment. Students will 
have the opportunity to join the production team for our Pre-
Professional Theatre Program shows both on tour and in the Jack 
and Darlene Poole Theatre throughout the year.

Pre-Professional 
Programs
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Donor-Funded 
Community Programs
Arts Umbrella opens doors for all young 
people so that they can develop their 
confidence and creativity through the arts. 
Thanks to the investment of Arts Umbrella 
donors, our in-reach and outreach community 
programs harness the same magic and 
expertise as our tuition-based classes, and 
bring the Arts Umbrella experience to the 
children and youth in communities across 
Metro Vancouver who would benefit from 
them most, at little to no cost.

Our community programs engage 
children and youth that have been 
identified by our community partners as 
vulnerable in that they may experience 
varying intersections of oppression and 
marginalization, including, but not limited 
to racialization, intergenerational trauma, 
food insecurity, poverty, an unsettled home 
life, and precarious housing situations. 
For many of these children and youth, 
our programs offer a safe, supportive, 
and anti-oppressive outlet to explore 
self-expression and the limitlessness of 
creativity. Time and again, studies show 
that arts education matters and that 
it provides the building blocks for life: 
critical-thinking skills, improved self-
esteem, and tools for collaboration.

Arts Umbrella works together with the 
Vancouver School Board, Surrey School 
District, and other community partners to 
identify program goals and expectations 
that center the needs of children and 
youth selected for participation in our 
community programs.

Supported By

MULTI-WEEK PROGRAMS

Act Your Art Out

Supported by:      

Surrey Fire Fighters Charitable Society

Creative Arts at BC Children’s Hospital

Supported by:

Stephanie Carlson 
The Christopher Foundation 
Dave and Pamela Richardson

Creative Arts at Ronald McDonald House

Supported by:

Dance It Out

Supported by:
Deux Mille Foundation

Eco Theatre 

Supported by:

The McLean Foundation

CAROL HENRIQUEZ COMMUNITY ACCESS FUND 

Established in 2020 by the Moffat Family, the Carol Henriquez Community Access 
Fund was created in honour of our Co-Founder and Honorary Chair to ensure the 
long-term sustainability of our community programs.

Head Start

Supported by:

John and Nina Cassils  
Fasken Martineau DuMoulin LLP

Open Stage

Supported by:

Andrew Mahon Foundation  
Bob and Judy Hager Family Fund 
Geyer Family 
Greygates Foundation 
Pitblado Family Foundation 
UBCP/ACTRA 

Pacific Storm

Supported by:

Prospera Artful Afternoons

Supported by:

There’s an Art for That

Supported by:

Beech Foundation
Dakralda Properties 
Highbury Foundation 
KPMG Foundation
Lohn Foundation
McCarthy Tétrault 
  Foundation

Diamond Foundation

We acknowledge the 
financial support of  
the Province of  
British Columbia
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CAMPS

Surrey Spring Break Camps

Supported by:
Jeff Mooney and Suzanne Bolton

Summer Camps 

Supported by:

SCHOOL WORKSHOPS

BMO Van Go and Stage Coach

Supported by:

Northern Arts Connection

Supported by: 
Cisco Canada 
TakingItGlobal 

Shaw Creative Journeys

Supported by:

Jeff Mooney and Suzanne Bolton

Share The Live Experience School Tours

Supported by:
David and Lynda Davies 
Tara and Jonathan McCullough
Lucille and Russ Pacey
Jennifer Young
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$10,000 and above

Rosalind and Amir Adnani
David Aisenstat
Barry Scott Legacy Fund
John and Nina Cassils
Kimberly Cudney and Fraser Phillips
The Family of Melanie Gold
Face the World Foundation

Herrendorf Family Foundation
Doug Janzen and Jacqueline McLeod
MBS Equipment Company Canada
The Molnar Group
Jeff Mooney and Suzanne Bolton
Jill Arias and Keith Neumeyer
Nicola Family Foundation

Nicola Wealth
Marsha and Norman Paul
Polygon Homes
Chris and Tara Poseley
RBC
Strand
Ken and Anne Woods

$1,000 - $9,999

Goldie and Ziad Alam
David Allison and Chris Nicholson
Mark Angus
Anonymous
David and Nyle Beck
Douglas Bell
Bennett Jones LLP
Norma and Serge Biln
Border Gold
Tom Bradley and Lori Lothian
Brenda Bradshaw
Fiona Brodie and Peter Rose
Jillian Bryan and Mike Clasby
Stephanie Carlson
Sandra Chamberlain-Snider and 
  Mark Snider
Joyce Chung  and Tony Yue
Laura Clark and David Brown
Cameron and Meagan Conn
Wayman and Penny Crosby
In Honour of Blaine Culling of Legacy           
  Liquor Store
Celia Dawson
Karen Dawson and Cliff Proudfoot
John and Irene DeLucchi
Brian Edwards and Greg Olson
Angela Elster
Susan Evans
Essential Real Estate Inc.
First Majestic Silver Corp.
Daniel Frankel
David Goult
Julia Green

Jenny and Roger Hardy
Carol and Richard Henriquez
Gregory Henriquez
Floyd Hill
Jaspreet Rayat Bursary Fund
J. Ivor McMahen & J. Ann Carter Fund
Daryl Johannesen
James Johnston and Barbara Melosky 
Joseph Stauffer Trust
Margot Keate West and Ben West
Wayne Keiser and Dianne Beck-Keiser
Jill and Mike Killeen
Kurbatoff Gallery
Lagniappe Foundation
Priscilla Lam
Paul Larocque
Lawson Lundell LLP
Robert Lemon
Barry and E. Anne Macdonald
Johanie Marcoux
Marin Investments
Michelle and Alvin Martin
Jane McLennan
Tracey McVicar
Marily Mearns
Tom and Helen Meighan
Jason Mould
Coleen and Howard Nemtin
John and Claire Nicola
Carl Nordmann
John Nursall
Lucille and Russ Pacey
Nikki Peña and Amir Yekani

Kate Phillips
Richard and Jacquie Prokopanko
Tina Pylot
Margo and Brant Randles
Dylan Reece
Gavin Reynolds
Leonard Schein
Eduardo and Gloria Schwartz
Megan and Peter Seraphim
Shaw Communications Inc.
Andrea Simmonds and 
  Dinesh Samarasakara
John Singleton and Brenda Mendieta
Danielle and Matt Skipp
Adam Spear
Chris and Barbara Stepien
David and Tassan Sung
Rod Talaifar
Eira Thomas
Mike Tsoromocos
Dan Turner
Alexa Uppal
Jacqueline Uppal
Trudy Van Dop and Chester Kmiec
Ryan and Jen Venier
Paul Verhoeff
Nada Vuksic
Timothy A. Young
Leena Yousefi

Arts Umbrella 
Bursary Fund
As a non-profit organization, Arts Umbrella is committed to making our programs accessible to as 
many children and youth in our communities as possible. The Arts Umbrella Bursary Fund allows 
hundreds of children to register in tuition-based programs at a reduced rate, based on a family’s 
financial need.

To learn more about how you can support the Arts Umbrella Bursary Fund, contact Fund  
Development at development@artsumbrella.com.

Thank you to our Bursary Fund Supporters
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Arts Umbrella 
Foundation

Association Board

Tom Ferries, Chair
Warren Wall, Vice-Chair
Priscilla Lam, Treasurer
Carol Henriquez, O.C., 
  Honourary Chair
Michelle Martin, Past Chair
Nina Bains Cassils
Kimberly Cudney
Divyesh Gadhia
Christie Garofalo

James Harry (Nexw’kalus)
Howard Jang
Mike Mackay
Jeff Merrick
Elizabeth Newton
Jill Price
Ruthie Shugarman
Lesley Stowe
Terrence Turner
Bruce Munro Wright

SEPTEMBER 1, 2021 – AUGUST 31, 2022

Foundation Board

Jill Price, Chair
David Sung, Vice-Chair
Eric Watt, Treasurer
Kimberly Cudney
Martine Cunliffe
Tom Ferries
Carol Henriquez, O.C.
Priscilla Lam
Toby Mallinder
Jeff Merrick
Thomas O’Shaughnessy

President & CEO 

Paul Larocque

Arts Umbrella 
Board

SCHOLARSHIP 
AND BURSARY 
ENDOWMENTS
 Barry Scott Legacy Fund
Ken and Anne Woods Scholarship   
  & Bursary Fund
The Stearman Family Award

Scholarships and/or Bursary 
Endowments have also been 
established in honour or in 
memory of the following 
individuals:

Phyllis Ashley
Stephen Denslow, established by  
  Ingunn Kremble
Jocelyn Dowdeswell
Rita Eichenger
Glenn Gilmour
Dale Mearns
Lucille Pacey
Jaspreet Rayat
Jack Shadbolt, established by 
  the Whist Family
Gary Switlo
Azra Young

Canada Cultural Investment Fund

Arts Umbrella is honoured 
to receive funding from the 
Government of Canada’s 
Endowment Incentives Program. 
All new funding directed to 
the Arts Umbrella Foundation 
is eligible to be matched 
through this program, providing 
operational sustainability and 
allowing us to expand our 
programming to reach more 
young people.

CAROL HENRIQUEZ 
LEGACY FUND

Literacy Chairs 

Government of Canada
BC Arts Renaissance Fund

Core Discipline Chairs 

Province of British Columbia
The Christopher Foundation
Meriem Foundation, in memory 
  of Mary Margaret Young

New Initiatives Chairs 

Audain Foundation
James A. Burton
Chan Foundation of Canada
Diamond Foundation
Alan P. Markin
Mearns Family, in memory 
  of Dale Mearns
Sandra and Mark Snider
Anne and Ken Woods

THE NEW 
LIMITLESS FUND

Audain Foundation
Buschlen Mowatt Nichol  
  Foundation
Canada Cultural Investment 
  Fund, Endowment 
  Incentives Program
Stephanie Carlson
The Christopher Foundation
Kimberly Cudney and 
  Fraser Phillips
Face the World Foundation
The Family of Melanie Gold
Robert Lemon, in memory of
  Robert M. Ledingham
Bill and Risa Levine
The Lutsky Families
The Moffat Family
Dana and John Montalbano
Jill and Hart Price
Bryce Rositch
Beverly and Eric Watt

Teaching Fellowships 

Anonymous
Nina Bains Cassils and 
  John Cassils, in memory 
  of H. Mary Cassils
Cirque du Soleil
Margaret and Gordon Davis
Wendy and Dan Jarvis
Dr. Richard and 
  Carolyn Kramer
Lohn Foundation, 
  Darlene and Robert Spevakow
Jack Lutsky and 
  Susan Mendelson
Darrell and David Mindell
Marsha and Norman Paul
Trudy and Dan Pekarsky
Marjorie and Art Reitmayer
Pamela and Dave Richardson
Richardson Foundation
Drinda and Barry Scott
Beverley and Eric Watt
Mary and Peeter Wesik
Laylie and Shira Gold, 
  Peter Krivel-Zacks, 
  Juliet Zacks, Ted Zacks, 
  in memory of 
  Melanie Joy Sara Gold
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Thank You to our  
Annual Supporters
INDIVIDUALS

FOUNDATIONS

$100,000 and above

Jeff Mooney and  
  Suzanne Bolton

$20,000 - $49,999

Christie and 
  David Garofalo
Dave and 
  Pamela Richardson

$10,000 - $19,999

Anonymous
Biln Family
John and Nina Cassils
Kimberly Cudney and   
  Fraser Phillips
Geyer Family
Tom Ferries and 
  Lisa Pankratz
Lianne Gulka and 
  Carl Hoyt
Elmar and 
  Christine Klukas
Priscilla Lam
Chris and 
  Noemi Mackay
Terrence and 
  Lisa Turner

$5,000 - $9,999

Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Fiona Brodie and 
   Peter Rose
Stephanie Carlson
Carol and  
  Richard Henriquez
Marily Mearns 
Darrell and 
  David Mindell
Eric and Jenny Martin
Dr. Beverley Steinhoff
Jessica Taylor
Bruce Munro Wright

$1,000 - $4,999

David and Lynda Davies 
Howard Jang
Mike Mackay
Michelle and Alvin Martin
Tara and Jonathan McCullough
Jeffrey and Jennifer Merrick
Elizabeth Newton Muehlchen  
  and Bruce Muehlchen
Lucille and Russ Pacey
Jill and Hartland Price
Ruthie Shugarman
Lesley Stowe and  
  Geoffrey Scott
Warren, Twyla and 
  Jessica Wall

$75,000 and above

$50,000 - $74,999

$20,000 - $49,999 $10,000 - $19,999

Anonymous

The Highbury 
  Foundation
The Kathryn Dunstan  
  Family Foundation

The Pamela and David 
  Richardson Family 
  Foundation

Pitblado Family 
  Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999

Andrew Mahon 
  Foundation
Bob and Judy Hager 
  Family Fund
Deux Mille Foundation
Djavad Mowafaghian 
  Foundation
The Fulmer Foundation
Heathcliff Foundation
Joseph Stauffer Trust
KPMG Foundation 
Lagniappe Foundation
McCarthy Tétrault    
  Foundation
The McLean Foundation
The Rix Family 
  Foundation

$1,000 - $4,999

Al Roadburg Foundation
Beech Foundation 
Greygates Foundation 
Lohn Foundation 
Surrey Fire Fighters   
  Charitable Society

Diamond Foundation

The Christopher  
  Foundation

Nicola Family 
  Foundation

Gadhia Family   
  Foundation
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CORPORATIONS

$100,000 and above $20,000 - $49,999

$10,000 - $19,999

$1,000 - $9,999

$75,000 - $99,999

$100,000 and above

$20,000 - $49,999  

$50,000 - $74,999

$10,000 - $19,999

$5,000 - $9,999

$1,000 - $4,999

Adam Blasberg Photography
Bennett Jones LLP
Border Gold

Dakralda Properties Ltd.
Essential Real Estate Inc.
Fasken Martineau DuMoulin LLP

Shaft Beverages
UBCP/ACTRA
West 4th Physiotherapy Clinic Inc. 

$50,000 and Above 
Vancouver Civic Theatres

$20,000 - $49,999

CBC Vancouver
Denbigh Fine Art Services
Herschel Supply 
Sandman Hotel Group 

$5,000 - $19,999

Blaine Campbell Consulting
HFA Custom Art
Rachel Topham 
  Photography  Ltd.
Tiffany & Co.

GOVERNMENT GIFT-IN-KIND

We acknowledge the 
financial support of  
the Province of  
British Columbia

We acknowledge the 
financial support of the 
Government of Canada.

CANADA’S LARGEST COMMUNITY BUILDERCANADA’S LARGEST COMMUNITY BUILDER

s i l v e r  c o r p.

First Majestic

 

Casinos & Entertainment BELMONT
p r o p e r t i e s

Maynbridge Capital &
Caffe Artigiano
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No classes take place on the following days, unless otherwise 
noted for specific programs.

• Labour Day: September 5, 2022
• National Day for Truth & Reconciliation: September 30, 2022
• Thanksgiving: October 8-10, 2022
• Remembrance Day: November 11, 2022
• Winter Break: December 25, 2022 – January 3, 2023
• Family Day: February 20, 2023
• Easter Weekend: April 7-10, 2023
• Victoria Day: May 22, 2023
• Canada Day: July 1, 2023
• BC Day: August 7, 2023

In times of extreme weather, Arts Umbrella’s closure 
procedure aligns with that of the local public school district. In 
the event public schools are closed due to weather conditions, 
Arts Umbrella classes are also cancelled. Please check local 
radio, television, school board websites, and social media for 
school closures.

22/23  
Key Dates
& Closures



49

P R O G R A M  G U I D E  2 2  /  2 3

Age

Students enrolled in sessional programs must 
be the age of the specific class by session start 
date. Students enrolled in year-long programs 
must be the age of the class as of December 31. 
Arts Umbrella reserves the right to withdraw 
students who have been registered in an 
incorrect age category.

Allergies and Sensitivities

Some Arts Umbrella students have life-
threatening allergies. In consideration of these 
students, we ask that parents/guardians please 
not pack any of the following in snacks/lunches 
for consumption at Arts Umbrella: Peanuts, tree 
nuts, nut products, or shellfish.

Attendance

Every child who attends a class at Arts Umbrella 
must be registered. Instructors do not have the 
ability to register students. Attendance is taken 
at the beginning of each class and unregistered 
students will be directed to Student Services. 
No refund or make-up class is available for 
students who miss class.

Class Cancellation

Arts Umbrella reserves the right to cancel 
classes that do not meet minimum enrollment, 
and will cancel classes with an enrollment 
of 1-3 students up to two weeks prior to the 
program’s scheduled start date. Minimum 
enrollment numbers depend on studio capacity 
and availability of materials. 

Under most circumstances, cancellations will 
happen one to two weeks prior to the start 
date and families will be notified via phone and 
email. Students from cancelled classes may be 
transferred to another class free of charge. For 
classes with three or four enrollments, classes 
will run for up to two weeks plus two days before 
a cancellation decision. A pro-rated refund will 
be issued. 

Arts Umbrella will strive to provide a substitute 
rather than cancel a class in the event of 
instructor illness. In the case of such a 
cancellation, a replacement attendance date is 
scheduled. If it is not possible for Arts Umbrella 
to schedule a replacement attendance date, 
a pro-rated refund is supplied to all affected 
clients. No refund or make up is eligible for 
students who miss class.

Diapers

For the courtesy of our faculty and other 
students, we can only accept students who are 
toilet-trained. Pull up diapers not allowed.

Fees

Applicable program fees must be paid in full 
upon registration. A charge of $25 will apply 
to returned cheques. Payment can be made 
by cheque, cash, VISA, American Express, or 
MasterCard.

Policies
Field Trips

Instructors may lead supervised excursions 
during class time. Parental permission for these 
excursions is required at time of registration. 
Student Services staff are informed of location 
and times for excursions by instructors before 
leaving the building.

Health & Safety

The health and safety of our students, staff, and 
families is important to us. Students are not 
permitted to attend class if they are exhibiting 
any symptoms of a cold, flu or COVID-19, such 
as fever, cough, shortness of breath, sore throat 
and difficulty swallowing, coughing or sneezing, 
or other symptoms as described by the Public 
Health Agency of Canada, the BC Ministry of 
Health and BC Centre for Disease Control, or is 
required to self-isolate. 

Illness or Injury

Refunds will not be provided for missed classes 
unless withdrawal is recommended by a medical 
practitioner, in which case a pro-rated refund 
will be provided upon receipt of a doctor’s note.

Language

For safety reasons, we ask that your child has 
a working understanding of English before 
attending classes. For students who do not have 
a working understanding of English, please 
contact Student Services in advance of the class 
start date, so we can make the appropriate 
accommodations for your child.

Medical and/or Learning Needs

Arts Umbrella works to accommodate the 
learning needs of all students. To help us create 
a positive learning environment, please let 
Student Services staff know if your child has 
any physical, emotional, or other learning needs 
that we may need to be aware of. If your child 
requires an aide in school, then an adult or aide 
should be present at Arts Umbrella classes, as it 
will help ensure your child has the best possible 
arts experience.

Parent Pick-Up

Arts Umbrella is not responsible for students 
before, after, or between classes. Parents or 
guardians late in picking up students will be 
charged a fee of $10/15minutes. Repeated 
lateness may lead to discharge from the class 
with no refund.

Program Changes

Instructors and/or program content may change 
at Arts Umbrella’s discretion, without notice. 
Information found on our online registration 
system should be considered the most up-
to-date. Some programs and classes may 
have specific requirements and policies. Visit 
artsumbrella.com or contact Student Services 
for details.

Publicity and Advertising

Parental permission is requested at time of 
registration for Arts Umbrella to photograph and 
film students and their work for advertising and 
publicity purposes. Arts Umbrella reserves the 
right to use student artwork for exhibition at no 
charge.

Removal for Conduct

Arts Umbrella reserves the right to remove any 
student or parent who fails to comply with its 
policies, or who engages in any activity deemed 
contrary to the fulfillment of Arts Umbrella’s 
objectives. In such an event, Arts Umbrella 
will be owed the fees for the complete session. 
Bursary recipients will be asked to reimburse 
the full value of any bursaries used toward their 
current registration. Read the student code of 
conduct at artsumbrella.com/student-conduct.

Withdrawal Fees and Deadlines

Please submit withdrawal and transfer requests 
in writing. Non-attendance or non-payment of 
outstanding fees does not constitute a formal 
withdrawal. In all programs, a pro-rated refund 
will be issued for a withdrawal if a doctor’s note 
is provided.

• Vancouver: registration@artsumbrella.com
• Surrey: surrey@artsumbrella.com

Fall/Winter/Spring Sessional Programs

Withdrawal requests must be received in 
person, by phone, or in writing within 48 hours 
after the 2nd class of the session. Withdrawal 
requests within this period will be refunded less 
10% of the tuition fee.

Yearlong Programs (Dance & Theatre)

Withdrawal requests must be received in 
person, by phone, or in writing 2 weeks before 
the first class. Withdrawal requests within this 
period will be refunded less the $100.00 deposit. 
After this period, late withdrawals will be 
refunded with the following deductions:

• 30% deduction before September 30
• 50% deduction before December 1
• No refund after December 1

Post-Secondary Dance Program

A $100 administrative fee applies to all 
withdrawals. Arts Umbrella will refund program 
fees (less administrative fee and deposit) to 
students who withdraw as follows:

• Before the first day of term: 100% refund
• Day 1-3 of term: 80% refund
• Day 4-5 of term: 50% refund
• Day 6+: No refund

*excluding the VCC/AU Post-Secondary 
Dance Program, which follows the Vancouver 
Community College refund policy
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LOCATIONS

Granville Island

1400 Johnston St, Vancouver
604-681-5268
info@artsumbrella.com

South Surrey

The Shops at Morgan Crossing, 
N116—15850 26 Ave, Surrey
604-535-1127
surrey@artsumbrella.com

Surrey Centre

Park Place, 102—13678 100 Ave, Surrey
604-585-6996
surrey@artsumbrella.com

REGISTRATION
You can register online or by phone.

 To create an online account, visit 
artsumbrella.com and click the  
“Register Now” button at the top right  
of your browser.

 Please contact Student Services if you 
have any questions about registration.

STUDENT SERVICES
Our friendly, knowledgeable Student 
Services team is ready to help with  
questions about:

• Age and level placements
• Curriculum details
• Online registration
• Class changes, transfers, and withdrawals
• Payments and fees
• Bursary applications and scholarships

Vancouver

604-681-5268
Fax: 604-681-5285
info@artsumbrella.com
registration@artsumbrella.com
普通话服务，请致电 604-681-5268 x7，有学生
服务代表会解答您的问题。如无人应答，请留
言，我们会尽快与您联系。

South Surrey

604-535-1127
surrey@artsumbrella.com
普通话服务，请致电 604-681-5268 x7，有学
生服务代表会解答您的问题。如无人应答，请
留言，我们会尽快与您联系。

Contact Us
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